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                            The Brooklyn Bridge and Its Impact on New York City.  
On May 24th of 1883, John A. Roebling was the first of his trade to incorporate the use of steel cables into a structure, which suspended over a body of water to connect two of New York City’s major boroughs. This structure is known as the Brooklyn Bridge. Since constructed, this bridge has impacted New York City in several ways. It has not only served as a beneficial means to one’s travel; it also serves as one of New York’s most historical landmarks.
     
The idea of the Brooklyn Bridge and its development commenced in the mid-19th century. Before the bridge had existed, the people of New York would have to take the Fulton Ferry to cross over the East River and lower Manhattan. Carol von Pressentin Wright’s, Blue Guide New York, explains how the Fulton Ferry was a great source of transportation for the people. However, a limited amount of goods were transported due to the weight and space of the ferry. Because New York cycles through four seasons and the weather is constantly changing, it creates a problem for any transportation to occur (Wright 2008). Acknowledging that this would be a major issue for society and also since the Civil War was coming to an end, an idea for creating a bridge had come about. 
 
William C. Kingsley and Henry Cruz Murphy were two of the many important individuals in history for their contribution in the development of the Brooklyn Bridge. According to Wrights, “In 1867 two leaders of the Brooklyn Democratic political machine inaugurated the movement for a bridge” (464).  William C. Kingsley was a, “Self-made millionaire” (464) contractor. A Picture History of the Brooklyn Bridge: With 167 Prints and photographs, by Mary J. Shapiro, is a book that reveals the several achievements of William C. Kingsley. Shapiro exclaims at 32 years of age, Kingsley was very much involved in the creation of the bridge. He was very much known public-work projects such as, Prospect Park and The Hempstead Reservoir. Along with his well-known projects, his company, Kinsley and Keeney contractors, made him worth almost a million dollars (Shapiro 1983). 
   
Along with William C. Kingsley, Henry Cruse Murphy also had much contribution into the development of the bridge. Mr. Murphy was a state senator and a well-known lawyer in Brooklyn and founded the Brooklyn Eagle Newspaper. Shapiro states:
“Henry Cruse Murphy, a respected lawyer who had been Mayor of Brooklyn and    was later American Minister to The Hague under president Buchanan, became interested in the bridge project after a meeting with Kingsley, who convinced him of the urgency of having a bill passed in Albany Chartering the New York Bridge Company” ( 7).  
The bill was submitted to the state legislature on January, of 1867 and was passed on the 16th of April that same year. Murphy then became the president of the New York Bridge Company, “Like Moses, he led Brooklyn to the promise land and yet was denied the satisfaction of ever entering himself” (7). Although he died six months before the bridge had opened, he was known for his guidance, contribution and success in the creation of the Brooklyn Bridge.  These two men had a great historical impact on the City of New York, as well as others who also contributed in the financial needs and support of creating the bridge. These were men such as the Civil War general Henry W. Slocum, James S.T. Stranahan, a former congressman and also known as “the Father of Prospect Park”, and William M. Tweed. (464). With many contributions for developing the Brooklyn Bridge, the search for an engineer began; John A. Roebling was the chosen engineer. 
John A. Roebling was an engineer born and raised in Germany.  According to The Great Bridge, a book by David McCullough, Robeling “was one of the creative giants of the nineteenth century, a builder of record-breaking suspension bridges, inventor, spiritualist, philosopher and manufacturer of the first wire rope made in America” (215).  In 1831 he brought a group of pilgrims from Germany to America, with the intentions of establishing a cultivated community. With the start of his cultivated community, which was established in the city of Saxonburg, Pennsylvania, he was given the position of engineer and state surveyor (McCullough 1972)
Roebling had the idea of utilizing wire rope for industrial work, and became one of the most successful creators in the country. The wire rope was not profitable, but it was used for suspension bridges. With a number of works such as: the Cincinnati Bridge and, “his suspension aqueduct over the Allegheny River, the engineer quickly established his reputation” (465). In 1865 Roebling had begun sketching his plan for the bridge. He was convinced that the creation suspension bridge was going to be the greatest in the world. With two pages of this design and the help of his eldest son, Colonel Washington Roebling, Roebling (along with his many workers), was ready to begin building. 
The creation of the Brooklyn Bridge began with two mammoth granite towers that were offshore on under water foundations. Wright states,“ Four huge cables would be hung over the towers and secured by huge anchorages at either end of the bridge. A single arching span would hang from the cables and a web of supporting stays” (465). The width and length of the bridge was then supported by a “Truss system for an extra measure of safety”(465). The bridge would be over a mile long, and could hold up to 18,700 tons at a time. Because the steel cables and water foundations were new and never tested, the work was dangerous and dozens of workers died during the constructing. 

Not only did the workers die while constructing the bridge, Roebling also suffered a terrible death in 1869. The cause of death was tetanus, which he contracted while surveying the site. His eldest son, Colonel Washington Roebling, then took over as the head engineer.  According to Wright, “Two of the most important features lie out of sight at the bottom of the riverbed. These are the gigantic caissons employed by Roebling to sink the foundations” (465). The workers had to dig for ten months until the caisson touched bedrock, and in eight and a half months the New York caisson also sunk. Both of the caissons were then filled with cement, forming the foundations of the bridge. Because the caisson was only attempted on a smaller scale and air that is kept under pressure is dangerous, a disease known as, “caisson disease” began to spread. The workers displayed symptoms of pain in the joints, nose- bleeds, vomiting, temporary paralysis, and even death (466). 

Washington Roebling also contracted this disease and developed a nervous disorder, leaving him unable to visit the site or communicate with his workers. Roebling’s wife, Emily Roebling then took over under her husband’s command. Roebling then developed a system, “for fabricating heavy suspension cables in mid-air, and had used this previously on smaller projects” (466). It was a brilliant idea for equally bringing the cables together to finish the final touch. 

In 1883, in early May the bridge was open, and because Roebling was still very ill, he was unable to be the first to cross the bridge. His wife Emily Roebling who, as stated above, helped her husband by taking charge, wanted to be the first to cross the bridge. According to McCullough, “The roadway at last completed, and the time had come to send a carriage across-to test the effect of a trotting horse-Roebling had asked that she be the first person to ride over. The others on the staff and in bridge offices agreed wholeheartedly” (517).  Emily crossed over the bridge in a carriage, bringing along a live Rooster as a symbol of victory. 
The Brooklyn Bridge impacted the lives of many individuals, even the media; incorporating the Brooklyn Bridge in films and songs. A very well known musician, Frank Sinatra, starred in a film called, “It Happened in Brooklyn” (1947). Richard Haw’s, The Brooklyn Bridge A Cultural History exclaims, “It happened in Brooklyn (1947) starring Frank Sinatra, and the lovingly evoke the place of the Brooklyn Bridge in the American imagination” (3). In 2003 television advertising campaigns such as Ford, I.B.M, and Verizon utilized the bridge for promoting products (Haw 2005). The bridge also served as an evacuation from many terrible happenings in the City of New York. From the terrorism attack on September 11, 2001 to the major blackout, which occurred on August 14, 2003 (Wright 2008). 
 In reading many articles and books on the Brooklyn Bridge, I am amazed of how the bridge was created and the impact it has on New York City; Media advertising, promoting products, even tourist attraction, Honestly, I never knew the reason for its creation, nor the individuals who devoted their lives in the development of the bridge.  In recognizing its purposeful creation and the history on how it became what it is today, I have learned much about one of the most important Historical landmarks of New York City. 

John A. Roebling and many others who contributed to the historical creation of the Brooklyn Bridge changed the lives of the people of New York City. From the use of transportation of the Fulton Ferry in the early 19th century, to the construction of roadways, it had an enormous impact on New York. Acknowledging its purposeful use of transportation and advertisement, the Brooklyn Bridge will always remain one of the greatest achievements and developments of history. 
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